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The European Youth Weeks in Haus am Maiberg, 
center for civic and social education is an multinational 
youth encounter. EYW is a non-formal education pro-
ject intended for young people, realized in the last 21 
years in cooperation with organizations from 10 Euro-
pean countries and supported by the European Pro-
gram Erasmus Plus and the state of Hessen, Germany. 
This year, there were participants and teamers from 
ten European countries, respectively, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Czech Republic, France, Germany, Italy, Poland, Ro-
mania, Slovenia and Spain. 

The seminar provided 43 young people with the op-
portunity to experience personal and cultural diversity 
in Europe and to share their values, interests in politics, 
as well as to discuss in an international environment 
and to exchange ideas on current issues with regard to 
the European Union and European Affairs. 

This year the topic of the youth exchange was 
"Europe’s influence on me - my impact on Europe", 
focusing on the reciprocal influence between the Euro-
pean Union and especially the influence that individu-
als, respectively citizens have on the European Union 
in daily life and the way in which these influences mani-
fest themselves at personal, local, regional, national 
and European level. The project aims to raise aware-
ness with regard to European citizenship, European 
values and diversity.  

The seminar included a trip and visit to the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg where participants had the 
opportunity to meet members of the European Parlia-
ment and discuss on topics such as European citizen-
ship, voting rights and other relevant issues. 

Promoting a learning based on self-reflection and 
self-expression, the seminar will also offer participants 
the opportunity to take part in workshops on journalism, 
theatre, music, different forms of art as well as the op-
portunity to explore Heppenheim and to discover the 
multiculturalism of cities like Heidelberg. 

 

European Youth  
Weeks 2014 



Tumblr, blogs and Twitter posts  
Ema helps those who need her most  
A student of andragogy she aspires to be  
While rhythmic gymnastics is  
What makes her glee 
 
In HAM you can find a Russian friend  
She´s Vassa and she´s happy to attend  
She´s person who will listen and not condemn 
Someone who cares and not depend  
she´s not afraid of the bad weather  
Instead she´s happy when we are all together.  
 
Dodo is mostly silent  
But her mind is very loud  
And her speech is never violent  
It drifts in gently like a cloud  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Roxy always dresses so fashionable, 
In the group she speaks really passionable. 
With me she´s always really nice, 
There is no need to ask her twice. 
 
 
She loves instilling values 
As in her she got many to choose 
Revealed by her smile and gentleness 
And she shares them with all her kindness.  
 
She talks with her hands  
She speaks from her heart  
She says what she thinks  
And she’s very smart 
 If you don’t know her by now  
Then “What a shame!”  
You’ll be lucky to meet her  
Matilde’s her name  
 

Editorial staff of “Time and Heppenheim” 

Boxes 
There were two boxes in the room, one was for the situations when we were dis-

criminated and another is for the situations when we discriminated someone. We 
asked participants how did they feel during this activity? 

Gabriela: For me it was challenging to remember 
things from the past, because it reopened some 
bad emotions. But communication is the key to 

solve the wound from the past. I didn´t like that 
some people didn´t get involved; they didn´t par-
ticipate at all, they didn´t show any interest.   
 

Marta: I think that only one person is able to cre-
ate some kind of stereotype without really knowing 
that these things happen. When we speak about 

this topic we can understand how this process 
works, why it happens and how to stop it. 
 
 

Ewa: For me it was easier to find an example of 
a situation when I discriminated somebody, even 
though I am not a person who discriminates. I 

also realized that in many cases I felt discriminated, 
mainly as a woman. After a few minutes of thinking I re-
membered an example from yesterday when I was afraid 
of group of black people, I was unconsciously 
scared. I would also like to mention that when 
they read my sentences I had a weird feeling. 

Hi everyone! 
 
If you read this message, it means that we fi-

nally managed to finish editing our newspaper. 
We tried to write a diary of those two weeks, to 
fix some important events and to take funny 
photos.  
 
In order to keep it short, we decided to present 

ourselves with small poems.  
 
 
Thank you and enjoy!  
 

Editorial  
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  European Youth   Weeks’  2014 Faces 



The first evening was very special for all of us, 
because of the perfect opportunity to see a 
presentation of a Peace Research Centre, Ger-
nika Gogoratuz.  

President of the Association Osaginez-Crecer en 
Salud and member of KEM/MOC, responsible for the 
area of Peace and Everyday Life, Andreas Schäfter 
presented the work of a Gernika Gogoratuz and 
showed us a film about the bombing of Gernika.  
Gernika develops its work in the fields of research, 
training, and community work through its main work-
ing areas: Peace Simbology and Everyday Life and 
Peace.  

We all were touched by the conversation about liv-
ing in Piece. We asked participants about their ex-
pressions about the meeting: 

Cora: “I found it very interesting. It was new to me 
because we didn’t learn about this at school”. 

Katerina: “I liked it because apart from the Picasso 
painting I didn’t know anything about it. It’s kind of 
sad that we knew so little about these events. It was 
nice that the man shared his experience with us”. 

Urska: “I knew what happened there. I loved the 
artistic touch and how they mixed different important 
scenes so that at the end everything came to end in 
the same Picasso painting”. 

Tereza: “I liked the short movie, I have never heard 
about this event so it was all new to me. It was nice 
how the guy told us that we have to learn from history 
to understand the future”.  

Ema, Roxana 
 
 

Memory 

Minister for Environment, Energy,  Agriculture Minister for Environment, Energy,  Agriculture 
and Protection of Customers in Hessen, Lucia and Protection of Customers in Hessen, Lucia 
Puttrich visited our project and talked to the Puttrich visited our project and talked to the 
participants. participants.   

I think it was a big opportunity for us  to show our I think it was a big opportunity for us  to show our 
work and our program, concerning to the project of work and our program, concerning to the project of 
the European youth week. We spoke about Europe the European youth week. We spoke about Europe 
and the values of European Countries, about our and the values of European Countries, about our 
dreams and possibilities to achieve them. dreams and possibilities to achieve them.   

As usually, politics are coming with journalists. As usually, politics are coming with journalists. 
From my point of view, it was a good thing, be-From my point of view, it was a good thing, be-
cause it gave us visibility in the newspaper worlds, cause it gave us visibility in the newspaper worlds, 
but it was a bad thing because probably she went but it was a bad thing because probably she went 
only for politic questions and not for her interest to only for politic questions and not for her interest to 
know us.know us.  

We could enjoy this time speaking about not only We could enjoy this time speaking about not only 
our activities but also about important issues. There our activities but also about important issues. There 
were a lot of questions concerning Russia and were a lot of questions concerning Russia and 
Ukraine. We were also interested in her private life, Ukraine. We were also interested in her private life, 
how she decided to be a minister and what is it for how she decided to be a minister and what is it for 
her. her.   

Unfortunately, we did not have much time to dis-Unfortunately, we did not have much time to dis-
cuss everything, but all of us are very grateful to cuss everything, but all of us are very grateful to 
have such a big opportunity to meet a politician. have such a big opportunity to meet a politician.   

  
MatildeMatilde  

    

History Timeline  
We did a lot of different very interesting activities during time in Heppenheim. The 
first one was the history Timeline, where we tried to remember the most important 
days in our lives and try to analyze how the history of Europe influenced on our 
lives.  We were interested in some opinions. So, here they are! 

 
Vesi: Well, maybe it was interesting, 
but it wasn`t easy for me to decide, 

which ideas are the most important for me  
 
Zvjezdana: I learnt about history of 
other countries and main events that 
affected their lives and how they feel 

about them and their opinions of other coun-
tries and their events 

Jure: The most important event for me 
was the Croatian war for independ-
ence. It was from 1991 till 1995. 

 
Amelia: I think the Timeline was good 
and it was important to put in the time-
line the Invention of Facebook, be-

cause it`s one of the important facts of new internet 
technology 

Politics TimePolitics Time  
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Different Perceptions. Part 2 
 
I really enjoyed the Rally. In our group were five people, 

that’s why it was easy to divide into two groups in order to 
save time. First we colored the flag, we knew almost all of 
them. Later we went to the center of Heppenheim, for ask-
ing to native people something about the history of the city, 
come curiosities and translation of their dialect. 

The most funny time was when we have to reply at some 
questions of teamer´s life! We interviewed  all of them but it 
wasn´t so easy because before we had to pass a chal-
lenge, like contest where is the moon for us, take us a fun-
ny selfie, make a Brazilian dance. During this activity the 
participants had great experiences that gave them the 
chance to find out more about the city, not only from people 
who live in Heppenheim, but also from foreign people they 
interacted with. After this challenge, there were so many 
interesting stories which we heard from other groups.  

Different Perceptions. Part 3 
 
According the participants' statements, they met people who 

spent time helping them to accomplish the tasks, in a really nice and 
kind manner.  

So, what could the groups learn from people they met during 
this activity? Apart from useful information about Heppeinheim and 
the specific dialect from this area, they shared some of the following 
stories that impressed them. The Bubble Sea group met some 
Spanish people who planned to travel around Europe by bike, but 
the most impressive fact was that, actually, it was the wish of one of 
them who had mobility problems, but ready to discover the sur-
roundings, so the group was able to learn that the energetic attitude 
of discovering new cultures and places is beyond our possibilities. 
Let's just remind Andre's Malraux quote “Often the difference be-
tween a successful person and a failure is not one has better abili-
ties or ideas, but the courage that one has to bet on one's ideas, to 
take a calculated risk - and to act.  

The Octopus Group, had the chance to meet Lauren, who lives 
in Heppeinheim. She was so nice to show them the city and actually 
was interested to find out what the EYW is about, so Yahia, one of 
the participants from France, invited her to the Superhero Motto 
evening party. As she acted like a hero in challenging the city rally 
questions, she had the chance to become one that evening. 

There were so many other stories that probably each of us will 
always remember, but definitely this activity was the best way to get 
in touch with local people and share a bit from their own culture and 
time as well.  

 
Sara, Matilde, Roxana  

Let the Games begin  
Different Perceptions. Part 1 

It was the second day of the project, we were still foreigners to 
each other, didn’t know the names. That’s why, probably, we got a 
task to go  to the Rally.  

We were divided into several groups according to different types 
of animals and got the papers with a task and five paper clips 
which we should exchange for anything that the inhabitants are 
willing to give us. Mia and I  exchanged the paper clips for three 
cookies that the waiters in a café gave us.  

After that we gave one cookie to a kid, whose parents helped us 
to answer some questions about Heppenheim and we exchanged 
the other cookie for a napkin. Later we exchanged the third cookie 
and a napkin. Two really friendly guys gave us an emergency blan-
ket.  

We also met two guys from Kosovo, which were really interesting, 
because they knew how to speak Croatian language, so we were 
able to communicate in  our native language  in the middle of Ger-
many. 
I found it really interesting that we asked about twenty people, 
what does the name Heppenheim mean and nobody knew. That´s 
why we still don´t know the meaning of the name. The other prob-
lem was that many people (mainly older) don´t know how to speak 
English and our German isn´t really good.  



WHS 

Music workshop 

Art workshop  

Newspaper  workshop 

Dance  workshop Outdoor workshop 

Gender Theatre 



Motto evenings 
The motto evenings events have been, with-

out a doubt, one of the main highlights of the 
program at Haus am Maiberg. All we’ve heard 
about those three parties beforehand is that 
the evenings would be organized entirely by 
the participants, with little or no assistance 
given by the trainers. Planning, organization, 
and logistics were left entirely up to us, the EY-
W2014 attendees. The twist, and arguably most 
fun thing about these evenings, however, was 
told to us last: we will need to have a specific 
theme and, subsequently, a lot of fun. 
 

First night:  Oktoberfest night 
 

For a few hours, the first team that organized the 
party brought in Haus am Maiberg the Oktober-
fest’s atmosphere, very much keeping up with 
German ‘tradition.' We had at our disposal all the 
necessities for a good time: Bavarian sausages, 
beer kegs, and good music. We all walked into the 
story wearing traditional wear, and living in the 
German spirit for several hours. Given that this 
was within the first week that we arrived, it was a 
fitting start to our entire program. 

 
Second night: Superhero Party 

 
For the second motto evenings, the cafeteria was 

transported into a world where everything imagina-
ble was possible. We embraced the fact and truth 
that each of us possesses a superpower, and all 
were capable of anything. From the evil charac-
ters, to the wacky ones, everything was there. No 
one could crash this party, because we were well 
protected by our wide array of powers…. And also, 
sangria! 

 
Last night: Cross-dress Party 

 
The third and final night was dubbed the 

transgender party. Boys dressed as girls, and… 
well you get the point: Girls dressed as boys! The 
night started off fun, with everyone having a good 
time. But given that this has been a program full of 
lively debate, exchange of ideas, and pushing of 
boundaries, some controversy could not be ab-
sent. As the night progressed the theme moved 
away from a simple cross-dressing evening, to an 
overly sexualized one, with raunchy jokes in abun-
dance. Some, with good reason, found this quite 
offensive. While it is all fun and games, there are 
limits within which we should have fun, and it is 
important to realize that crossing these limits can 
sometimes offend those around us. In the end, 
however, I believe everyone did manage to enjoy 
themselves, and some maybe even learn some-
thing new about intercultural interactions.  

Dodo 



Strasbourg 

 

I am not good with dates but I am pret-
ty sure it was on the last Wednesday in 
July. I woke up quite early because  the 
window was open and I was cold. I closed 
it, pulled the blanket to my chin and just 
when I wanted to close my eyes Tereza’s 
alarm went off. I got up and shuffled to the 
bathroom. I thought that if I was quick 
enough I might still get something to eat 
before leaving. It turned out that I was 
quick enough. I got my nutella and cere-
als and at half past nine I was ready for 
the day. I was very excited. I’ve seen a lot 
of German cities in my life but I haven’t 
been to France many times. I was very 
interested to experience Strasbourg. 

I honestly don’t know what was hap-
pening in the bus as we drove there 
though. Within seconds I was fast asleep. 

I hadn’t completely woken up until I 
was seated in a restaurant waiting for the 
food. I realized just then that I was starv-
ing. Needless to say I was still starving 
when I exited the restaurant but I didn’t 
pay attention because it started to rain. 
We started to search for our umbrellas 
when we spotted Vassa behind us without 
one. We shared my umbrella and together 
we strolled around and talked until the 
bus arrived to take us to the European 
Parliament. 

Probably not many of us agree that the 
guided tour around the Parliament was 
very interesting. I like to think that people 
fell asleep due to a tiring activities and not 
because they were bored. But probably 
the true reason is a mix of both. I won-
dered how can people not listen to a per-
son who talks with such excitement and 
passion. Obviously that is possible be-
cause there were several people com-
pletely knocked out the door.  

When we were walking towards the 
bus again me and Urska took some ridic-

ulous selfies when we were trying to take 
a picture of Neza in front of the Parlia-
ment. That somehow led to us visiting the 
Cathedral together, admiring the earthy 
coloured stones that gave an impression 
of warmness and made me feel like 
home. I loved the astronomical clock 
which Neza kindly explained to me and 
the vitrages which created this dim light 
that gives some sort of serenity to old 
chatedrals. Then we started our food 
quest. We found a takeaway wok place 
and entered. That’s where the fun begun. 
We decided to take student menus but in 
order to get one you have to show your 
student card. Me and Neza both had our 
cards with us but Urska ended up show-
ing her library membership card from ele-
mentary school. Neza then ordered food 
for all three of us. The guy obviously as-
sumed that we all speak French and 
asked Urska if she wanted sticks or a 
fork. She looked at him somehow absent-
mindedly and answerd “Oui, oui…” And it 
sure improved the mood because all the 
workers laughed with/at us for good two 
minutes. One of them was wondering if 
she answers every question with “Yes.” 
Because maybe it would work if he  asked 
her to kiss him. 

Well we got our food at last, the cook 
was truly a pro. He prepared us delicious 
meal in a very short time. But we faced 
another problem. It started to rain. We 
found a roof in front of the shop, sat on 
the floor eating, talking and most im-
portantly, laughing. People looked at us 
strangely because obviously we were 
some kind of attraction laughing our butts 
of sitting next to entrance of the super-
market. 

When we finished our food we did 
some shopping. Neza bought an umbrella 
and we all bought tons of food (yes, after 

we had just eaten a huge box of noodles). 
We ended up shoving half of the things in 
Neza’s backpack so no one would see 
how much Slovenians actually eat Japa-
nese food.  

It was almost time to go when I noticed 
the floor fountain behind the cathedral. 
And in my opinion the one true purpose of 
floor fountains is that you can run through 
them. Of course we did it. Neza had to 
hold our bags and film me an Urska as we 
ran through it. I don’t know why I was 
even using umbrella all day because in 
the end I was soaking wet anyway. 

I spent the bus drive back to Heppen-
heim talking with Urska about her grand-
mother who is from what I’ve heard a 
lovely and somehow special lady. I don’t 
remember what I did when we actually 
returned. I guess I was too tired. What I 
do know is my belly was hurting because 
of all the laughing I did that day. 

Ema 
 
 

 
Urska: I liked the proportions of the 
building and symmetry of architec-

tural parts. I really like glass and the natu-
ral touch (plants) to the iron constructions. 

The funniest thing was eating spicy 
Japanese takeaway food and sitting on 
the floor in front of the shop with Ema and 
Neza, listening to the sound of perfect 
british accent. Of course I also loved the 
cathedral and running through the floor 
fountain nearby. 
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Comics was made by Urska  

6 



Mannheim. Part 1. Mosque 
 
The visit to Mosque was a great opportuni-
ty to have an open talk with a Turkish Mus-
lim and definitely made us reflect and 

change our prejudices regarding this religion.  
Firstly, he showed us how they prepare themselves before 

the prayer by cleaning their whole body. We had to take our 
shoes off in order to respect the cleanliness in the Mosque, as 
Muslims have to put their forehead on the carpet when they 
pray.  

We have expected some barriers in order to ask our doubts 
due to the fact that it is a quite sensitive topic, but we felt really 
surprised and im-
pressed by how this 
person was so open 
minded to answer any 
type of questions.  He 
even had to answer 
how many wives he 
has, so he told us that 
he has just one, and if 
he had more, his wife 
would definitely kill 
him.  Apart from this, 
he tried to make us 
understand that there 
are different interpre-
tations of Koran, and 
some people take 
advantage of it for 
conflictive purposes.  

We also discussed 
about other interesting 
aspects, for example 
about the architecture 
of the Mosque, differ-
ences between the Mosque and catholic churches and about 
media influences in people´s perceptions and prejudices about 
Muslims. 

It can definitely be said, that it was one of the most enriching 
experiences during this project and made us feel more compre-
hensive regarding other types of beliefs.  

Michaela: “I was surprised because the atmosphere was 
really good; I liked everything. The person who talked about the 
culture was really open-minded and we could ask him every-
thing”. 

Ema: “I attend catholic school and we have a subject where 
we learn about different religions, so I knew what to expect in 
the mosque. I also know quite a lot about Islam, but I was still 
impressed by the personality of the man who we met. He was 
one of the most peaceful people that we ever met”.  

 
 

Mannheim. Part 2. Plus Center  
 
We were first asked to write on a moderation card our stereo-

types and prejudices about the LGBT community. Some of us 
had “strong” ideas about what means for them to be part of the 
community, considering that all the lesbians are hot, or that they 
tend to act more manly, and all the men tend to be girlish. I saw 
that there were both bad and good feelings regarding the com-
munity. After we concluded this first exercise, we entered what 
could best be described as a Q&A forum. We asked about what 
it means to be gay in a world that does not accept this as a total 
fact, what obstacles they encounter throughout life and also 
what type of discrimination they face when it comes to their 

acceptance in public 
places. One of the 
most common ques-
tions was about the 
idea of having a baby. 
Even if some of them 
are  not interested in 
having children, they 
explain to us that as 
someone that is not a 
heterosexual it is very 
hard to adopt. In most 
of those cases, adop-
tion centers do not 
accept same-sex cou-
ples to raise a child, 
believing that he/she 
will not grow in an en-
vironment proper for a 
normal development, 
an idea which runs 
contrary to the most 
recent scientific studies 
conducted on this top-

ic. In this case, the adoption for a gay couple is almost impossi-
ble. 

Despite all these challenges, however, the representatives of 
Plus Center told us that even if they face a lot of discrimination 
every day, they are happy. As long as members of our society 
continue to look down on these people not only as minorities, 
but also as inferiors, they will never be able to lead a full and 
happy live. It should not be up to us to decide how others live 
their lives, especially when their lifestyle has no impact on ours. 
In a free world everyone should be able to have a relationship, 
sleep with, or marry whomever they like. Until we give members 
of the LGBT community the same rights that all other citizens 
enjoy in front of the law, we do not have the right to refer to our-
selves as members of a free society. 

 
Sara, Roxana, Dodo 

 

Challenge your prejudices 

Spaceship 
The planet is going to explode due to an impact with a comet. Unfor-

tunately, there’s only one spaceship that has only 5 seats and food 
for 5 persons. There’s a list of candidates. We were suppose to de-

cide who would be safe. We asked if participants liked this activity.  

Urška: It was really interesting to see how we 
would react and decide if put in a position or such 
and how the stereotypes affect our decisions; how 

we worked together to make the best combination possi-
ble, the dynamic at the beginning and the con-
clusion and how it changed trough three steps 

of the decisions. 

Paia: For me it was very interesting to do this 
activity because I saw a film (The philosophers) 

which was almost about the same as we did and while I 
was watching the film I was thinking about that I would 
never want to do such hard decisions. But it was 
really useful to show us our stereotypes and that 
we can´t avoid them.  

Martin: I think that this is an important activity. We could see the stereotypes that usually the major-
ity part of people have in their life, and maybe the people that participated in this activity will think 
more about this topic. 
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After one week of a hard work during European y-
outh weeks we were finally allowed to decide what 
we are going to do in our free day. Some of us de-
cided to discover other german cities, some prefered 
to stay at haus am Maiberg and relax and some went 
shopping.  

 

Part 1: Frankfurt 
 

It was a hard choice between staying at Haus am Mai-
berg and visiting Frankfurt. I was doubting till the end, but 
finally decided to be a part of wonderful trip to a new 
place.  

There were 13 of us, who left HaM very early in order 
to catch the right train on time.  In Frankfurt we divided 
into two groups, then went to the tourist´s information 
point for a map and later did the route of the city.  

I personally found the City Centre amazing. Most of all, 
I enjoyed the houses built in German style. There are a 
lot of skyscrapers around the City Centre, which are quite 
big and totally  fascinating. After lunch we finally separat-
ed and went to zoo and Chinese garden. I was in the 
second Team.  

In the garden was very peaceful, beautiful and far from 
noisy city Centre and crowds of people. If you want to 
relax, just go there. The other one, went to a Chinese 
garden, it was very beautiful and strange because it´s a 
quite place for spending time in a crowded and noisy city. 

Our group enjoyed the time in Frankfurt and hope that 
there will be another opportunity to come back. 

Matilde 
 

 
 

Part 2: Lake (THE BEST DAY EVER) 
 

On Saturday we had a free day so we decided to visit 
the artificial lake near Heppenheim, which is called Er-
lache. After a four minute train drive we arrived to a city 
called Bensheim. First we went to the store and bought 
some food and drinks for the “picnic” (such as grapes, 
Toffifee, juice). 

After that we walked to the lake where we really en-
joyed ourselves. At first the weather was good, so we 
were relaxing laying on the blankets and playing some 
games. Some of us went swimming and the others were 
just sunbathing. Then it started raining but fortunately not 
for a long time, so we were able to swim and relax some 
more time.  

We spent the whole free day at the lake and in my 
opinion it was really splendid, because we got the oppor-
tunity to relax, to observe the nature and to know each 
other a little bit closer. 

Sara 
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Part 3: My peace and quiet or how I spent  
my free day 

 
I think everyone had a hard time deciding what to do 

on a free day. In my case it was totally different. I actually 
planed to not plan anything. I had a small idea at the 
back of my mind to maybe wander the lovely old town for 
a while or visit the castle but my main goal that day was 
to get a lot of sleep. 

I ended up getting up early, reading half of the book, 
eating all day, visiting the castle, surfing the internet, talk-
ing to people and getting no sleep at all. But who needs 
sleep anyway.  

Probably the only really interesting thing in my whole 
day was visiting the Starkenburg castle. I went to see it 
alone and I was very glad that it was so. I like to go ex-
ploring alone because that gives me a chance to really 
see things. If I went with somebody else I’d most likely 
talk to them and missed a cute cat statue on the roof of a 
small house or a blue butterfly on the railing. 

My first stop was the touristic center where I was given 
a leaflet with the information about the castle by a very 
kind old lady. And I was on my way. The way that leads 
to the castle is a combination of stairs and narrow paths 
between vineyards with a great view of  Heppenhim. The 
smell of vines reminded me of home and harvest in my 
grandpa’s vineyard. Pure happiness. I was in front of the 
castle in no time. I walked around for a bit to see where 
were the original tower, jails, cistern… If you love great 
views and spiral staircases this castle is definitely a place 
for you. I climbed 3 towers and enjoyed the wind. I some-
how felt the rain clouds rolling in. I slowly left the magical 
place an put some music in my ears. About three songs 
and I was in the shopping street. That’s when I felt first 
fresh raindrops on my skin. 

And that’s when bad things started to happen. 
I realized that pharmacy was closed and I really need-

ed something to help my gum problems. And then the 
horrible event. One of my earphones stopped working. 
This is a serious problem. I needed a game plan. I need-
ed new earphones. 

If you’re wondering what happened: The rain got heav-
ier, I quit my mission of buying new earphones, I returned 
to the house, drowned my sorrow in a bottle of water and 
dried my tears on the book pages. 

Ema 

European Values 
We got the list of Values and tried to make top 3 of our personal Values 
and then we were discussing the results. We asked people what values 

did the choose and why? 

Cora: 1
st
 is happiness because I think it consists 

of many other values and if you’re happy it’s easi-
er to develop other values. 2

nd
 is tolerance. I find it 

important to tolerate other countries or oppos-
ing opinions. For 3

rd
 I chose responsibility. I 

think everyone should take responsibility not 
only for themselves but also for others, that 

way society can work. 
 
Urska: My 1

st
 value was freedom, be-

cause if you’re free and nothing is stop-
ping you from being who you are nothing sup-
presses your other values. 
 

Katerina: I chose empathy, honesty and justice. I 
put empathy in the 1

st
 place because I think it’s 

the best for uniting society. It’s good if you learn about 
the opinions of others you can’t run the things alone. I 
picked honesty because I don’t consider it a real conver-
sation if you talk to a person who isn’t honest. In 
the 3

rd
 place I put justice, because in my region 

there are some powerful people who have big 
influence on others too naïve to react… 
 
Tereza: My top value was ambition. Next 
year I’ll finish secondary school and I have 

a lot of goals to achieve… 
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When I’m travelling with a group I 
never pay attention at how we arrive 
to places. And this was no exception. 
I was sitting on a train for good 40 

minutes and then someone yelled to step off and I 
did. That’s how I trust people.  

The moment we got off the train it started raining. It felt 
like we’re carrying rainclouds with us. That is maybe good 
if you’re trying to show off your new umbrella but I feel 
like no one had this intention. Everyone just muttered 
something like: 
“Stupid rain…” 
under their 
breath and we 
took off to ex-
plore the city. I 
don’t know why 
it always hap-
pens but I end-
ed up beside 
Urska and Ne-
za only this 
time, Anja has 
joined us. 

We all 
thought the 
best way not to 
stand in the rain 
is shopping. But 
the shops were 
closing and the 
lady that was 
vacuum clean-
ing was looking 
at us weirdly for 
trying on ridiculous clothes mere minutes before the shop 
closes. Of course I still managed to buy myself a lovely T-
shirt. I always manage that. Actually I have a bit of a 
weak spot for T-shirts. My wardrobe consists of two pairs 
of jeans, 2 pairs of shorts, a collection of leggings and 
sweatpants, few hoodies and flannels and T-shirts. Lots 
of T-shirts. I always try to remind myself that I really don’t 
need another one but my subconscious slaps me in the 
face and I buy it anyway. After the shops closed, we had 
nothing to do. And that usually means food. We got some 
ice cream and I realized that I might have a serious ob-
session over lemon flavor. 

When we finished eating and others stopped 

laughing at me for always choosing lemon ice cream we 
photo bombed some pictures other EYW participants 
were taking on the street. Then we headed for the Greek 
place where we got a delicious dinner (I won’t forget that 
yummy salad for a long time). 

Thankfully we had some free time after that. Of course I 
wanted to visit the castle. Other people wanted to see it 
too but we needed to know how much time it takes to get 
there. We spoke with a nice old man from Netherlands 
who lives in Germany for 30 years. He told us that young 

people like us 
should get to the 
fort in 15 
minutes. I feel 
like Urska and I 
barely needed 
10 minutes be-
cause we were 
so eager to ex-
plore. We felt 
like knights com-
ing through a 
series of stone 
arches. We were 
in the total awe. I 
can’t even ex-
plain the feeling I 
got exploring 
ancient beauty. It 
felt like a mix of 
pride and fuzzi-
ness in my 
chest. I won’t 
even start de-
scribing it be-

cause I will end up looking like Victor Hugo with his 10 
page descriptions. 

We met Anja again and took some very princess like 
selfies that we casually named Princesses #1, #2, #3 etc. 
Soon it was time to go. We sadly returned to the meeting 
point deciding we will surely come back some day and 
take some more time to visit the castle again. 

Obviously that was a day for hideous selfies and pulling 
faces in front of cameras because from visiting the old 
bridge and the train ride home I only remember embar-
rassing photos. 

Ema 

     Creating a Monument 
We should think about a monument which could present the most im-
portant event in our countries. So, we asked participants if it was hard to 

find the representative monument? 

Tereza: There were just two of us and it wasn’t 
too hard. We had two ideas. One was 
the beginning of freedom in our country 

but we’ve decided for Lidice which we actually 
showed. 

 
Cora: No, for Germans it was very easy 
because the fall of Berlin wall was essen-

tial for our history. 
 
 
 

Katerina: Well I wanted to show tower of Pisa, 
but maybe it was too modern… It didn’t 
represent Italy like Coloseo but that 

again, would be too obvious. So we chose Pante-
on. 

 
Urska: No, because we chose the most 
visible and noticeable person there is. 

He was very important for Slovenian history and 
our art which helped us become independent. 
 
 

Trip to Heidelberg 
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Selfie obSESSION 



Meet the teamers 
Find 10 differences!) 

Actually, we are very serious!) 

    Stefano: I think he is the best teamer because he is funny and knows how to entertain people. You can tell him 
everything and he understands. 
    Vassa: I like to talk to her in Russian. She is always nice and smiling. It’s always a pleasure spending time with 
her. 

Kasia: She’s very cool dudette, she is funny, super friendly… She got on my personal side. Sometimes she is 
mean but never to me.  We have common things to talk about.  

Laia: She is a very smart person, sometimes a bit too enthusiastic… She knows how to find something positive in 
every situation so she’s always happy. 

Stephan is one of my favorite teamers, even though he is not present as much as others. He manages to estab-
lish a personal contact with participants just by making a small talk. When you talk to him you always have an im-
pression that he genuinely wants to know who you are. 

Dominika is a really wise person, brave and active. She loves travelling, she lived in different countries. She is 
ambitious, polite and nice. I like to talk with her. 

I think that Valentina is quite effective because she can combine her work at the medical university with leisure 
activities (her work as a teacher building young characters). She is funny, smart and much closer to our age. Be-
cause of that you can talk with her about everything. She is also a great dancer. 

Galya is an insightful teamer. She tries to go with the flow of the group dynamic and at the same time to improve 
the coherence between the participants by encouraging speaking up for themselves. She also understands and re-
spects different opinions. She is  cool! 

Neza: She`s always incredibly helpful. She`s amusing, sunny and has the special skill to cook anywhere at any 
time. If you feel the need to get annoyed you can just ask her to share the ``Peaches game`` with you.  

Irina is a very kind person, reliable, full of energy and she was always willing to take part in any type of activity, 
and made us reflect on deeply matters in our discussions during the project. She transmitted me a lot of confidence.  

Jana is a very energetic person, she is always polite and peaceful. I adore her energizers, because they are very 
useful.  

And we have a superpower  to become whoever you want 




